December 23rd 2009. 

The Earl Park Fire Department received a gift of a rescue truck from the Town/Twp. of Churubusco Indiana.
In this tough economy and with the holiday season upon us it’s hard to imagine anyone having the resources to hand over something for free to those in need, but the Churubusco/Smith Twp. Fire Department did just that Tuesday evening. They donated their old rescue to another Indiana department.

For the past several months a committee of five firefighters had been sifting through a stack of donation requests from around the country and the world. “We received somewhere around 25 or more”, said fire Chief Roger Bennett. “Everywhere from Mexico, Arkansas to New Hampshire and Connecticut. There are a lot of departments in need” continued Bennett.

Before too long the committee narrowed it down to three Indiana departments and in the end, the Earl Park fire department in Northwest Indiana won the donation.

“Between the three finalist they seemed to be the most needy”, said committee member Bruce Shanabarger.

The Earl Park department didn’t even have a truck to carry rescue equipment on, so they had to remove firefighting equipment from other trucks to make room.

“You have no idea how much this means to us” said Mark Jones a 4 year veteran of the Earl Park department.

Just recently the area around Earl Park divided up their centralized rescue organization that is similar to an emergency management agency and dispersed equipment and trucks to local departments. “We ended up with a box truck that wouldn’t even fit in our station” said Tommy Bennett of Earl Park.

If handing over the truck wasn’t enough, they were given numerous water extinguishers, fire hose nozzles and other miscellaneous equipment to try and make their job a little easier.

We congratulate their department on receiving the gift and hope that it serves their community for many years to come!
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Tommy Bennett & Mark Jones of Earl Park Indiana accept the keys and tile from fire chief Roger
Bennett & Smith Township Trustee Patty Amber




Thank you Churubusco!

